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Introduction Ce bas \ %, _ ar 
; a, \ ” ~~? . ‘ Pa 
There is a tradition of. press criticism. in American magazines’. ‘ 
«\f a 


"The. First modern- -~day meats chitigism was generated by a 4-part Series : 


. in analyze'd the social pressures 


in Col ier? ‘in “ain, “deh Mill Ir 
gk . 


that eter publishers ant reporters to distort the news. ] 


~e 
In 1920, Upton Sinclair ‘ia the Nation criticized _newspapers for 


being more interested ‘ind profit ona an: service to. the public, .and “~~ 


- 


che called’ ‘on readérs to join him in Buf lding an Honest Newspaper" 


called "The National News." 2. bai imeniegn Mercury in 1930, 


H.L. Mencken made a similar observation when ye ecinpiadned of the 


’ . 


conservatism. and uniformity of U.S. mewspapers, calling them "duid, 
3 : : 


-Oorn, ; 
_uninspired, unintelligent.". , + 


2 


$ ‘National magazinés have continued to eriticize newspapers. “What's 


ions With the Press?" asked N ewsweek on Nov. 29, 1965. Kevin Philtips 
called for "Bus tihg tite. Media Trusts" ih the July 1977 Harperss. Alvin 


P, sanoft first questioned "America ' s Press--Too Much Power ‘for ‘Toa 
Few?" and. then asked. "Ts the rer Living by a Double Standard" in U.S. Sy 
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Associate Professor and held a grant from Magazine Publishers Assocfation , 
for. a ie oF _phagazines in.-the Metropolis." ~ . 
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a News & Norid Report iSsues of Aug. 15 and Oct..10, 1977. , . 


ce -is debate as’ to’ whether ‘the: first city magazine was, Biden. 


——Fra, begun: in” 1849; Honolulu § Paradise. of the Pasjticy beguir “dM 1888; | 


‘or New York! i's “Losin Topics; _ started: before 1909. “But there is. "general 


agr ément that the mode). aa city magazine. critigism of newspapers. was’: 


3 . 
egtablisbed by The New: Yorker when it was: ‘fou ded an. “1925. Barly New. 


Yorker press review ‘columns incVused "Behind, the: News." "The. ‘Current. 


Press, ee Reporter. at Large," and "The Press ar Review. . In 1927, "The 


~ 


Wayward Press’ column: was: started and was wretten for nearly 20 yéars: 
Ww : 


by Morris Wenkey and ‘Robert Benchley before’ A.J.  Liebliv@ penried the 


coluin from.the Kay 19, 1945, jissue until his ;death in 1963.5 


~ 
“ When the more recent wave of city: magazines was prompted by the 


a 


archetype S an Diego A in 1948; 


nwt In 19675 Philadelphia magazi 
hard tting press critictsm by gity magazines hth its expase on 


e ‘firmly established | * 

+ Harry Karafin,,- investigative reporter for the Philadelphia. I nquirer 

. The award+winning: story on "The Reporter" by Gaston aa Greg. 
“walter revealed how ‘Karafin ‘used media power fei ‘his Loe cause by 
blackmailing illegal companies* and shady eas into using his 
services” as a free-lance public relatiéns~ man. ee His” vO after 30 


years as a Pepektes clearly demonstrated the poventia significance 
a a \ 
: a , 


of press criticism in city Magazines « . —" wa 
* By 1971, ithe newtew York magazine intensified the practice of 


criticizing the press; and in 1973, a new stg hcwide “city magazine," 
; bs . ’ , 


Texas Monthly, extended the pattern, . leading, one observer to none. that. 


\ 


“enon the virtues of SHEN OUD VCa STON, is that ‘of progdnitg the some- 
times Some Lea’ daily press and helping to keep both the daitifs and 


: Jot 8 \ : 4 
) local news broddcasters honest. . - 2 gs 


_ od a. 7. ® 


° 


q 
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iticism of the. local news ° 


s 


ay 


oe ‘, a a a 2 ; -s . : foe, me - : om ’ — oo ot : ee 


oe 


_ been invest gated, this praject 


‘ + Becayse’ the extent of. oe sri tictsm in ae magazines, as Wet 


Vas the can fi guration: and jossiblp impact of ‘such criticism, had not 


v 


was--an attempt to discover the extant 


and to discuss ‘the ‘content - of’ medi a. criticism’ ‘in city magazines. 


7 i 


- many: ‘titles ag possible. from a a Firsts 


‘ 


in Stamgard, Conn., published the Direc ory of City and Regional] Ma ja- 


Methodology: arr ‘pata ; a ee, pe = 


|. 
. The difficult br defining ae magazine universe tor “sampling 
was” compoynded by the fact that no| complete list Of | city eel regional 
magazines* was available when the study. was begun. (After the study — -¢ 


was “under: way, in October 1977, Conference Nanagemént corporation } 


zines. a . eS - Vv 
oS . : on a ee . 
Rather than ely, on, a oats source, such as only those magazines vl 


listed in Standard Rate and Data Serlitce, it was ae ‘to foeate: as 
“” “ie 
a 


preliminary 
list of city ‘magazines was compiled From the. "1977 Ayer Dinectory of . 


Periodicals, the Standard Periodical directory for 1977; and™ Jrich! Ss. 4 
International Peitodicals. Di peetony That list was supplementé “he | 


names of various new city publications’ fnenttoned in recemt issues of ; 
a 


‘ 


4 


“—“Rolio. A few more titles were located by checking all current, major -: 


jee 


* 


id 


city, telephone, directories. 
a , 

In addition, it Was. di scovered that articles from 20 er ieaagae 
zines,. with current a addresses, were listed in the 1975 and 


1976 editions of Access Access. tnvek and the 1974, 1975, and 1976 Sarifone ae 


" the Popular. Periodical igdek. From all these OES os a comp léte list. *~ 


ww. 


of: 80 city magazines. was’ see anbied: 25 percent. of which were at oe hae 
partially mngexed:s : . 7 


\ The ednplete list of city magazines includes the following: 


QT 
—— 


» 
ve 


es - 7 CITY MAGAZINES -. 


‘Aspen “§ : (oututhian Wade zine New West 
Atlanta. “ . El Paso Today, — New York — 
Augusta Focus/Midwest | , -°* -Palm Beach Life 
- Austin ~- see 3 Fort Worth ~ 4 -Palm Springs Life 
. ‘Baltimore . _ * Galveston «24 Philadelphia 
4 , ~ Baton Royge’ > ~ Georgetown Lites -: Phoenix 
ee Birmingham, : Honolulu’. AN, Pittsburgh es 
ee ~. Boston *--) 7°. Houston iq Pittsburgher 
Buffalo’. » ",. °° Hudson Valley ae ‘Portland — 
. — Capitatite «- Indianapolis ie ‘ SA (San: Antone) 
: _ Charlotte. : ~ Islander Ps SAM (Housteh) » 
) '  Chat.taneoga, -. Jacksonville i 2 ‘ San Antonio 
te Chicago -- .. . , Kansas City Town' San Diego 
7 - oF Chicago Monthly * Squire San Francisco 
ae Cincinnati: *- - Long Island Mafazline _.  Santa*Fean 
yee Oty oF Memphis (& Westchester)| - Sarasota ; 
\ * Cleveland "Los Angeles ~ iy - Savannah. 
\.  Clevetander — Louisville. Seattle .-,. 
Cloyis Louisville Today Shreveport. 
\e Cotumpt ‘Miami. 3 Sioux City 
- Columbus Monthly Metro (Norfolk) St. Louisdn 
ee ~ "D"™ (Dallas) Magazine - Texas Monthly 
1. * Dallas F Milwaukee Commerce | Trenton 
i oe ce Dayton U.S,A. MPLS : ‘ucson -~ 
‘my a) «Betroiter 9 - Nashville! Tulsa: | 
ag ‘Detroit Life - New Orleans Washingtonian 
: Denver , New Norfolk (& Tide- Washingtan Monthly 


The Denver Magazine water Virginia) Wichita 
. ee : Fi . — s > . 


. Articles on-media criticism from nine magazines (Atlanta, Austin, 


b 
8 Birmingham, Chicago, Kansas City Town Squire, New York, SA, San Antonio,: 
4 and. Texas Monthly ) werd&collected in person. “Articles from nethotios 
, 7 were ordered through Inter- Library Loan Because, the magazine had, “folded. 
Loe in December 1975. Seventy survey letters were mailed to the: editors of 
“the remaining magazines, requesting their help in gether ing as master 
liste and copies of aif artictes published by them on? media criticism. 
Two versions of ‘an initial: letter ware mailed, one to those magazines 


. 


‘whose articles were igdexed and ‘another to! the remainder. (See i 


1 


APPENDIX for copies of correspondence. : 


A $1. check. was incTuded as “enticement and to help cover Ne cost. 


° 


: ‘Of: copying the articles. ,and/or mailing them ina self- addvessed envelz. 4 
a an 
_ ope’ pravided for return mail. Because most magazines "reach~a slack time : 


: 


usually slower,” 


“were mafled during the first week of September to th 


aa Su] 


in “production at the beginning of each month, 


Follow- up requests, “tndluding a brief reminder and 


and bé 


initia letters were - ‘mailed a the 


e 


It is probable that the check and the timing. of 


early in the. week duri g a slower period) helped e1 if 


had noe eet to. the initial letter. 


dnd-of duly 19 


oh 


: go a 
cit: more responses. 


cause summer is 


Letters (to arrive 
PS ok. 


He 


qnother $1 check, 


ose editors who 


detivereds' “10 


Cleveland, lis Angeles, 


to fill the request bec 


were indexed. we art 
sa they ‘’re represented 

Thirty-three cf th 
. One ‘magazine, Long Isla 
zines listed; °46 {appro 
ews media. ‘Foc s/Midwe 
Tishtrs also. produce th 


—stdered more: Zikely to 


.Methodolo Anal ae ae Data = . 7 - 


ae A total of 420 art 


bee because. of the numb 


cumbersome to ‘prepare a 


ef content anal 


thé master bib Pagraphy,. 


and: diestingtontans ueote tha 


Becausk 


a 
ause of time, problems. 


in the sample. ) 


55 magazinés mailed back: ari 


sfonde that they had. not ‘published pene criticip 


St was discarded because its 


e St. 


ores 


icles from 45 Sy mlagpcunes 


er and vente ty of treatment, 


n analysis or sunma ry of each 


icles. were: ‘ordéred. “through. Ini 


nd, was planning a media me 


, ‘ { 
Louts Journalism Review! 


ie magazines: dia. 


‘I three magazines, | 
they’ were unable 
. those magazines 


er-Libnary Laan, 


icles, and 19 re- 
ing the media. 


‘ . 
w. Of the 80 maga- 


Kimately /57%) did publish sveheree About the 


pditors and pub- 


and .were- con- 


gazines. 


review media than most city mb 


. ? | 


Were collected, 


as 1e d\ BO 
= os ee 


moet ee of _ impos ing traditip 


than 
ete: 


derived from the 


oe 


data. Three’ major divisions were city magazine analysis of news cover-' 
“age bys (1) local print media; (2) local broadcast a and (3) gen- 
eral, non- local or national broadcast and/or print media eee 


each major category contained mine tien 20 articles. Ten minor suboest ~ 


' “divisions, most containing less ce 120 articles, were also derived from 
‘aw ig 


the data. They. were: AT) "Media" “columns; (2). his tory/personali ty/pro- 


motional articles; aah: editorials and editorialists; (4) alternative 
/ ds 


papanes, (5) city ‘images5 (6) sports. and sportscasting; (7) women‘jin. the © 


4 


media; (8) newspaper ‘Strikes: {3) B Don Bolles, Phoenix aves etaatye ren’ 


“ 


_porter murdéred; and (10) magazines. 


@ 
v. 


— —_ * to determine. geographical distribution of media criticism in city 
sewn magazines, two articles: from eeel ma jorisubject “divieion listed above. 
werg chosen from each of the Following five geographical areas and — 


their/magazines: a eee 


_ 

"NORTHEAST: Boston, Baltimore, Buffalo, New‘ York, Phi laderphia, 

i Pittsburgh, Pittsburgher,. Washingtonian, and Washington: Month by.. 

a | SPUTHEAST: Atlanta, Birmingham, City’ of Memphis, Jacksonville, 
Louisville Today, Miami, Nashville! - New Orieans, and Shreveport. : 

_ MIDWEST: Chicago, Chicago cits Cincinnati, Cleveland, Colum- 
bus Monthly, Detroiter, Indianapolis, Town Squire, NPLS, Tulsa, and 
“Sioux City. - * - Se. 

SOUTHWEST: Aspen, Austin, "D", Dallas, Denver, El Paso Today, 


» Tucson, SA, and, san Antonio. 


‘ 


¢ 


~ Houston, Phoenix, Texas Monthl 


FAR WEST: Honolulu, Los Angeles, New West, and San Diego. 
: \ 


critical, analysis. was made of the 


es division. ie chosen. 


represented significant criticism as measured. iy erson -in. his 


An intensive, descriptiv ie 


“ss 10 articles representing eac 


ie : : : se . 2 8 
\ fon a - 2 ae 


. 


and seven: 


se aes own ends ne their own: opinions Yq 


politics: ag 


" etonomics at the expense oF opposing views 5: that media are " subserviedt 


* “ ; o- 


to big BUSINESS aitd Tet advertisers control editorial policies. and’ -* : 


Oasis and, thas media make: access, “tbr newcomers . divficult, therigéy ae 


“endangering the free. ‘and. ‘open narketplace, of idea sy This is iat igi” 
; “4 a = Pee : ae Se . es 
heme of. power." °. _ oh EE eee © ; oe or ‘ 7 


fy , a 


‘Second, the theme of Peterson’ $.. points three, “four, Fives and. ‘si 


‘the Ale ea the media, resist. “sobfat change ‘and pay “tigre 


Nah : pe ; ; 
mattention to, the superficial and sensational ee sighificant: ine ee ee 


«~ 
© 


News; that media present entertainment lacking in substances: that. 
| . . mean ae ay 


» media endanger public morals. and, that media sometimes invade-‘the ro, 


privacy of individuals without just cause, \@ This is the theme of Fis 
e a5 “e - «. ‘ * : 7 : ‘, je 
* performance. - oo ; oe 2 ws ae a 
‘ J : ‘ ; Lf a 
Examples of both chess: thematic categories representing each a 2 
Ar Pa t we Be : 


geographital area: ‘Were chosen for analysis on the. nests of how the. ~°- 


articles di'scussed, the topics of the themes and eh articles: di une 


* 


best jobs by commonly. accepted standards of “critical _wri tings and, 4 7 
( ‘methods of éritical vanalysis. 13 : ' a | - 
Findings ; el . J | ao be ie . to 
* ree “appears: that city magazines Fhave definitely adopted “media cri- 
“ticism as a standard editorial practice by watenipa the “watchdog and 
= fe Je 2 


ies: Procedures, use ‘of pewevacane performance. There wel @ 420. articles 
7 > 


he period ae 


a 


= “written spout ‘the media ‘in 45 city magaziaes mainly in 
*, ¢ 


a t ’ : - 


a 


\ s ae: * ° 


: | a *s oe ; Mg Bc a : 
Mee i Aa ee, OO 


a 


“City ‘Magazines.’ a: 
co New-York > 7 ~ 
Lo CRVGaGG, ort ae | 
ooo Washingtonian ote ae 
cay Washingtok Monthly. 
Pov’ ee a. Atdhanta 
<a Texas Monthly  ” 
ere. ae 
etd ‘Ite mou. 
wt ew Wes t. ae 
ace tc Cleveland | ee ag oe 
‘New: Orteans. oot. 


—) 


he -— The ‘number - such articles: -qbpears. to, have increased iithie ae 


Last three years. Seventy: “Four. ‘pefcenee or” the. artiéles: were published | 


eon 


oa from: January 1976 through approximately August’ 197. Sone: tiagazines 
es may have mai Ted ‘only their. recent artittes: and: a minor few cane in 
beyond agus e, ATs0,:sitice articles ‘from Atlanta: ‘chicago, New ork, 
apd “Texds Monthly ‘were searched and collected in person, those maga. 
zines ' “responses may have been larger : “and _More ‘thorough. However, if 
those are removed. ‘Frrott the above list of the. 1] top magazines, the 
remaining Seven es 5%) ° still publi shed. Me articles, or more than 26 
percent of ihe 420. artiéles cotlected. ) : ’ 


Tha city, magazines. tend.to write most about: print media. More « 


than half the- "articles dealt with local or national newspapers. Only 


' 15 articles (7%) discussed magazines. Only’ 38° fércent discussed oa , 
ve ; : . ; ‘ ; : % s . ‘. . ad F 
. 7 ” . eo i ss . os a @ e 


p: cs S range from hit ngs: and: “farigaiie: Jocat ned, 


seen 


seine media. practfcey: anproxintely 20 pereeiiice’ 
“regular 2Media" colunins » 


Persunatity/Proiotionar™ articles oad "Womelt 


i oad 


4" ae ie ee 
. ‘thong on “pai toriats ne ‘Editorialists” explored incovergs See 
; a rn Dice eee 
’ “challenged areas, cand "Sports and Sportscas ting" ‘sections in city. 


- 


magazines reveal that even. entertainment. news oe de. criticized for ad 


Tack’ of soctal’ “respons ibit ity: — a ue a i a ne ts \. 
é | Authors for. ‘these’ articles’ range ‘From’ starr editors to free-lance oa 
ets whiters with ‘experience, ane eredentials for criticism, and. ‘itey.§ tend to, 
| he Pod i > - ; a, ¥ oo , Cc ~ y ‘ : 
¥ ( ie re y 


selif- fnteres ts: Saved that ‘they vainge Gi 


nw 


- nOWn : “and ‘experienced. media’ crities: ne fpde= 
: ME . 


WN 1! a Lee ” 


€. electronic ee NS ) nds these: common” com—" _ 


ai there is’ a Vgek. of serious sf ins ‘depth programming “tne probing of. are 
ES yy . eae : 
i Tocal' problems: and controversys. ‘that. advertisers, agents, and mahagérs 


4 


x dominate Programs’ by: nays packaging of "happy talk” by anchor ink 


7 


" dwelling Ba aoe crime. and’ violence to increase viewer. ; 
+ % . : 4 = ? a a . as et fo HG. 
meer ‘and ‘profit. : An oe = a.” ae sere oe NS Ge 
ae cane) yee : : : 7 eu eee ga Fa at ‘ 
\ 


Rye gy nagerines cafe making: room. for substantive  repért tng: on os 


ie. ao i re an 
. . ; H ae 
. : 


, ' . i 7 ks . : 
details and examples to pen en cee retell: Southwestern maga- 
zinés are less methodical, white, Midwestern and Southeastern agar 


zines are the. -most cautious tn coverinc Se critivizing ‘local cre 
° 


sion news... | a ; 


‘ 


In dealing with. criticism ‘of. . ne local community, 
« : og 
city magazines (in some 60 articles) in this study point out how f 
national media and those in the area deserve criticism for: preferencey 


for local, “soft" news over “hard" national and international news; .. 


. a diberal, press’ bias and the dangers of arrogant, investigative re- 


ting; the related “"checkbook" journalism of buytng and selling 


the -news; a press antipathy toward business and the economic system, 


“and the endless press squeeze -between consumers 5 an advertisers who 


support the mass media, as in “action lines. 
a 


Many of the artiches (20%) are noun in "Media" columns Or in 
i a 
regular features, with Northeastern magazines more apt to do them. 


In this category, the criticism tends to be more general, déaling 
with ideas ‘and theories’ rather than specifics, and less substantiated. 
‘by examplés. 


Conclusions | : - _ = ) 


~~ + 


\ ; . 
City magazings are continuing the tradition of media criticism. 
begun by early Ameracan magazines. The editorial practice seems to 
< a 
be firmly established, and-with the decline of crty journalism 


‘reviews and the recent rise in public criticism aud skeplilelsm of the 


NA. 
Media, the increasing amount of medi@ criticism in ctty mayactnes 


possibly fills a Jocal and national communication vacuum 


Overall, the city magazines Studied here seem tu appl, the 
ws 


: F * 
“standard, vbjective measures 1iSted In Peterson's Lhedry of suc. 4 


o.. 
ERIC 


Q 


. 


ip » responsibility. The authors offer concrete ‘documentation to Support 
#. “32 . P 
their criticisms rather than gNWving purely subjective responses. They 


; - of : i pees 
have, in effect, taken ‘the journalistic leadership of watching the 


’ 
+ — 


watchdog. 
. ; Although many of*the articles “Tonal ‘and in- 
° ae Significant fare of the news media, Wone are concerned with the 
media's. use of power--that is, the negative aspects of owner/editor 
; ‘dnd business/advertiser control or anita tion of news’. More and 
a more, press critics ‘point to the. possibility editors' and 
reporters' projecting. their or porate bias into stories. 
| In the major subject divisions, both criticism of power and 
‘criticism of performance are interwoven. Frequently, do€umented or 
allegéd control or influence by business or advertisers is related | 
to poor editorial quality. Likewise, a medium's editorial stance is 


often linked to its ownership. 
The majority of city magazine articles are not based upon 
the media‘s coverage of a special event; rather, they tend to be 
more general reviews, with deneineions based on a numb r of day-to- 
day incidents or on:an overview of general seeleauel 
In general, the city magazines of the Nonthemer- and Far West, 


near national media centers and often near older, slower growing, 


highly populated areas, tend tu be more critical and to yive the 


; most detailed and well-doeumente co acta. Ll uppears nedia 
criticism may be related .£0 the aye and compPleatly of urban sellings, 
i. « ; 
with unchallenged yrowth Preat dug a bovsld@r aliusphere wher. media 
et ecient ts less likely to take glace Meta Salurattun may alsu 


o.. 
ERIC 


’ 


s 


2 


- be related tb the amount and intensity of media Shes cist in-an 


BS ~ 


x 


‘area. ‘ 


'- Most of the eee in _the study utilize experienced 


-and often wel] - known media critics as authors. The auala ty f the 


2 

ee media’ criticism Ae be rr cee ‘hat of the criticism of the 
Other "arts," as increasing’ cles are serious, investi- 
gative essays, rather than i -ctive evapo nwonnted by 
editorial A Maleuss Or anger. | ' -. an | 
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The fact that most of the articles are negative perhaps indi- 
: : . : os Se rs ; 


| pates the Hacer ty of this new editorial: “art fora. " The. sarticles’ 


appear to offer a type of "service" to today' s “cons.umer an the 


“news . ‘They serve to help citizens “survive” as they seek wine and 
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sort out information needs pan urban setting. /4 
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Would you take a few minutes t \ nef complete a n>ticna’? survey of 
bo’ magazine, articles which ie ‘racteized the nm. 2 mee ? 


\ 
Can you en any specific Axamples of such criticism or revigws of 
the press or broadcast media in recent or. back issues of your publication? 
If so,. I enclose $1. C@uld you possibly pull*tear sheets or xerox copieg , 
of these articles-and mail them to me in the enclosed envelope within — 
the next two weeks? . 1 f # : 


If postage is more than the $1 a have provided, I am quite willing to 
reimburse you for that as well.as to pay for the necessary issues or 
_ gost of copying ‘the articles. 


Your magefine’ was selected from a- ,thoPough list drawn from the 1977 


Ayer Directory of Pubtications, the Standard Periodical Directory ry for 
$977 and Ulrich'’s -International Periodicals Directory. Your responsg is 


extremely important for the depth and validity of my master's thesis, 
which will determine if city magazines have becomé critics of the news 
media due to the decline of local journalism reviews. 


Because I simply ‘do not have the funds to travel to the various city 
magazine offices in order to get the needed information, your, response 
and aid are essential to the success of my efforts. Therefore, any help 
and suggestions you can provide will be greatly appreciated. 


If you are interested i{ receiving a report on.the findings of this 
research, merely indicate your interest with your reply, and I will be 
glad to send you one. This is a chance for you to see what other city 
‘Magazines like yours’ are doen: 


Thank you $dor taking the time tu read this teyuest, and, copevlally, 
thank you for your ee a : 


i Slicerscly, 


Dianne Youuy 

Teaching Assi... ut 
Journalism Depart. wt 
University of) Texas 
Austin, Te.as 7871lé 
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Would you take a few minutes eet oF complete ‘a national oa of , 


city Meee eee ee ‘which have cri icjzed the news media? 
‘ Accordiing ‘ta Access Index for. periodicals, Your magazine*has run - 
several articles about the press on broadcast.media’ which; would be Re 
relevant to my research. (Attached is a list of.the references i Have. ix, 
been able to locate for ane 1$74-76~ period.) . -. a 

‘ a. 

In addivion, can you recall any other Specific ‘examples of such 

‘ reviews of the press or broadcast’ media in re¢ent jor back issues of 

- ‘your publication? If so, I enclose Sl. Could you, possibly pull tear 
sheets or xerox copies of.the listed articles and any others you recall 
and mail’ them seo me in the enclosed envelope within’ the next’ two weeks? 
.If postage is moxe: Chan the $1 I have provided, I. am ‘quite willing to 
reimburse you for that as well as to’ pay Fer: the necessary is ues or 


cost of Cepy ang ‘the articles. —" 


. Your magazine was selected from a thorough ee drawn from the 1977. 


‘Ayer Diyecto Ey. Of Publications, the Standard Beriodical Directory ry for 1 


Ulrich's International Periodicals ‘Directo ry. Your response is . 
extremely important for the depth and validity”of my master's thesis, 
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‘which wiNl determine if city magazines have become critics of the pews -) 


Oo the: decline of local journalism reviews. 
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Because -I ‘imply do fot have the funds to travel to®%the various city 
magazine o&fices in order td6 get the needed infgrmation, your response 
and aid are essential vy the success of my efforts. Therefore, any 
help and suggestions yoy can provide will be greatly appreciated. 


If you are interested in receiving a report on s findinys of this 
research, merely indicate your interest with your‘reply, and I will be 
glad to send you One. Thjs is a chance ‘for you _to see what other city 


eter like yours are’ doing. 
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Thank you for baking the time to read this teyuest, and, SS pediat ly, 
thank you for your help. : - 
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Di a Yuasa: 
: a 1 S ) . Asay 
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puvine the beeinnine of August, nr ed you a letter requesting > 
your help in a Tesearch project see city magazines. In my lester 

- I included a $1check and asked you to-mail me copies of any grticies 
from your magazine that. have criticized the news media. ‘ 


re os 


In case you were away or too busy to fill my request before, may I 
‘ask you, to dd so now? I am trying to get the most complete -collection = 
of city magazine articles criticizing the press o broadcast media - 
that I can. This would mean getting # response fom all the city 
magazines I have contacted. 

‘If -you would like to. ste what other city magazines ‘are rece merely 
indicate your~“interest with your reply, and I will be glad to send 
you a FEport of my findings. 


I would appreciate your earliest reply, and in case the first check 
‘I Sent was misplaced, I am enclosing another $1.check to cover any 
_tTeproduction and postage expenses’. If expenses are more than the 
‘$1 I have provided, I am quite willing to reimburse you.’ 


Thank ‘you for taking. the time to fill request. Your response and 
aid are greatly appreciated. 


Sinccicly, 


Dlaisscc asevsiags 

Teachisg ASSio0 vit 
Department of Jouri.as 
University of Texas 
Austin, Teaas 78705 
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dubs Ndviondi. survey of’ city jagazines found them continuing a 
magazine tradition of press criticism, and an analysis Of 420 amticles 
from 46 magazines found they apply’ the seven Peterson themes oF media 
criticism in Hee ouriny social responsibility. : 

B® 

The study briefly surveys classic examples of magazine criticism 
of the press, ting significant ae in its development, and then 
at'tempts ee its recent’ ex ent 4 the five-year period of 
197341977 ; 

To get an adequate, Sanpie, ‘the project dealt with the problems of 
definimg city magazines and of obtaining updated lists and directories 

‘ from frequently inadequate indexes needed to solicit mail response for 
collecting examples. A mail questionnaire to 70 magazines brought. 
‘response of.78.5 percent, and it was found that 57 percent of the’ 
magazines yen did print somé media Griticism or articles on 
the media. Se 


An ores of the geographic distribution of media criticism was 
made for the Northeast, Southeast, Midwest, Southwest, and Far West; and 
three. major divisions of analysis included articles on local print media, 
local broadcast media, and non-local media for each area. 

\ It was found that 25 percent of the magazines published almost 70 

_ percent of the total articles collected, and they tended to be: those of 
yee the larger cities. The. articles dealt mostly with local print media, 
although criticism the electronic media jis increasing. 

The "Media" cylumn was found’ to be the most common article form, 
and fexperienced, often well-known, writers were often used by the 
magazines.,The moSt diligent magazine media watchdogs were found in the 
Northeast and Fak West. 

Typical media criticisms in the mayazines found newspapers iInade- 
quate, sensational; and displayiny a tendency to boost rather than cri- 
ticize, to ignore problems and issues for the sake of the publications’ 
self-interests, and to alluw class pressures and advertising tu blur 
‘lines between news and ads. 

Electronic media were witticized fur tack oft serluus tn deplh sepur 
Ling, bland programming by networks, eacesive showing of .iulence und 
crime, and packaying of "happy talk" by anchor "Stars! to increase 
viewer ratings and station prorits. 


Presented tu lhe HaGuetae Divistut ab Che ses bbb beet bide abbas da 
Journalisa Annual Convention in\Se.ttie, vash., Auguss 19,8 


o.. 
ERIC wl) 


